WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES

D'Abernon was greatly interested and discussed who should go there
as British Ambassador. When I told him that Max Muller had
already been appointed British Minister, he said that would have to be
altered. "In that case," I said, "I can think of no one more suitable
than Sir Horace Rumbold," who was then our Minister at Warsaw.
Lord D'Abernon entirely agreed, saying that he had greatly appre-
ciated Rumbold's sound common sense during his own visit to Poland.
Out came his pbcket-book and in it he made copious notes of such
details of Rumbold's career as I was able to give him. \Vnen we
parted he patted the pocket in which he always carried his notebook
and said to me, "I shall be seeing Lloyd George and Curzon at once/3
Within a month both Sir Horace and I were gazetted to Constanti-
nople. Thus on small incidents do great matters sometimes depend.
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